
EQUIPPED WITH POWER
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PREFACE
Two at trib utes, in par ticu lar, should dis tin guish

Chris tians from fol low ers of other re lig ions. These are
their right eous ness and their power of wit ness. Fur ther -
more, these at trib utes should al ways ex ist to gether in
those who pro claim the gos pel. Su per natu ral signs alone
do not vali date the word of God; right eous ness and ho li -
ness are also es sen tial, to be a wit ness of Christ.

The gos pel of the king dom is both a visi ble mes sage
of God’s gov ern ment and lord ship in His min is ters, as
well as a proc la ma tion of de liv er ance from sin and from
the forces that en slave men and women in de cep tion and 
re bel lion against God.

The gos pel of the king dom is more than a logi cal ra -
tion ale for right eous ness, for it is to be dem on strated as
truth; how ever, this re quires the power of God (1 Cor in -
thi ans 2:4). It is the power of God for sal va tion to eve ry -
one who be lieves, not sim ply be cause it is true, but
be cause it is the sword of the Spirit. (Ro mans 1:16;
Ephe si ans 6:17).

THE SOURCE OF POWER
The Lord Je sus made it very clear con cern ing the

power that rested upon Him for His min is try on earth.

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, be cause
the Lord has anointed Me to bring good news to
the af flicted . . . to bind up the bro ken hearted .
. . to pro claim lib erty to the cap tives and free -
dom to the pris on ers.” (Isaiah 61:1-2)



Paul also iden ti fies the Holy Spirit as the power that 
un der girded his min is try.

. . . what Christ has ac com plished through me,
re sult ing in obe di ence of the Gen tiles by word
and deed, in the power of signs and won ders, in
the power of the Holy Spirit; so that from Je ru -
sa lem and round about as far as Il lyricum, I have 
fully preached the gos pel of Christ. (Ro mans 15:
18-19)

The last words of the Lord Je sus, be fore He as -
cended back to His Fa ther, pointed His dis ci ples to the
power that they re quired to be come ef fec tive wit nesses.

But you shall re ceive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be My wit -
nesses both in Je ru sa lem, and in all Ju dea and
Sa maria, and even to the re mot est part of the
earth. (Acts 1:8)

He ex horted them to wait for the prom ise from the
Fa ther that He had pre vi ously in structed them about
(John 14:26; 15:26; 16:7-15).

He com manded them to . . wait for what the Fa -
ther had prom ised which He said, you have
heard of from Me; for John bap tized with wa ter,
but you shall be bap tized with the Holy Spirit
not many days from now. (Acts 1:4-5)

These first dis ci ples obeyed Him, and they re ceived
a full ness of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-33). Be cause of this 
in dwell ing power they then bore great wit ness to the na -
tion of Is rael of the res ur rec tion of the Lord Je sus.

And with great power the apos tles were giv ing
wit ness of the res ur rec tion of the Lord Je sus,
and great grace was upon them all. (Acts 4:33)

And the Word of the God kept on spread ing; and
the number of the dis ci ples con tin ued to in -
crease greatly in Je ru sa lem . . . . And Ste phen,
full of grace and power was per form ing great
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won ders and signs among the peo ple. (Acts
6:7-8)

Through the words of Pe ter, the Lord ex tended His
prom ise of power to eve ry one who would be lieve the gos -
pel.

And Pe ter said to them, “re pent, and be bap tized 
in the name of Je sus Christ for the for give ness
of your sins; and you shall re ceive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. For the prom ise is for you and your
chil dren, and for all who are far away, as many 
as the Lord our God shall call to Him self.”  (Acts
2:38-39)

The Lord con firmed His word by send ing Philip to
the city of Sa maria and by bring ing Pe ter to the home of
Cor ne lius, a gen tile cen tu rion at Cae sarea.

And Philip went down to the city of Sa maria and
be gan pro claim ing Christ to them. And the mul -
ti tude with one ac cord were giv ing at ten tion to
what was said by Philip, as they heard and saw
the signs which he was per form ing. — When they 
be lieved Philip preach ing the good news about
the king dom of God and the name of Je sus
Christ, they were be ing bap tized, men and
women alike . . . . now when the apos tles in Je -
ru sa lem heard that Sa maria had re ceived the
word of God, they sent them Pe ter and John,
who came down and prayed for them that they
might re ceive the Holy Spirit. For He had not
fallen upon any of them; for they had sim ply
been bap tized in the name of the Lord Je sus.
The they be gan lay ing their hands on them, and
they were re ceiv ing the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:5, 6, 
12, 14-17)

While Pe ter was still speak ing these words (to
Cor ne lius and his party of Gen tiles) the Holy
Spirit fell upon all these who were lis ten ing to
the mes sage. And all the cir cum cised be liev ers
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who had come with Pe ter were amazed, be cause
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
upon the Gen tiles also. For they heard them
speak ing with tongues and ex alt ing God. Then
Pe ter an swered, ‘surely no one can ref use the
wa ter for these to be bap tized who have re ceived 
the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?’. And he
or dered them to be bap tized in the name of Je -
sus Christ . . . .(Acts 10:44-48)

We are no dif fer ent than these early be liev ers; the
only source of power for us to be come more like Je sus
and do the works of God is the blessed Holy Spirit (Ephe -
si ans 3:16, 20). And He will come and in dwell all who
hun ger for right eous ness, who see their need for power
and who will ask for Him in faith.

If you then, be ing evil, know how to give good
gifts to your chil dren, how much more shall your 
heav enly Fa ther give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask Him? (Luke 11:13)

He is to be sought as a Per son, not as an ex pe ri -
ence! I learned this truth when I was bap tized in the
Spirit. As a new be liever, I re mem ber how zeal ous, well
mean ing be liev ers kept ex hort ing me over a ten month
pe riod to “do this” and “try that” in or der to have me
speak in tongues. “This is the ex pe ri ence you need,” I
was as sured. In frus tra tion, I made a “cove nant” with the 
Lord; I would fast for three days and then at a sched uled
con fer ence, hands would be laid upon me by vis it ing
min is tries, and I would be bap tized in the Spirit. There
was faith in my heart when I went to the con fer ence. At
the ap pro pri ate time, I an swered an al tar call and one of
the speak ers laid his hands on my head. Im me di ately, I
felt, what I can only de scribe as liq uid fire or elec tric ity,
start at the tips of my fin gers on both hands and move
down my arms and into my stom ach. It seemed to build
up into a ball, and then be gan to come up into my throat 
and my mouth. I was star tled to hear some one weep ing
as if their heart would break. At first, I won dered who it
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was. Then I re al ized that the weep ing was com ing out of
me, even though I was emo tion ally un moved. I found my -
self un able to stand up; I was drunk in the Spirit! It be -
came very clear to me, I had not re ceived an ex pe ri ence, I 
had re ceived a Per son! Some one had come into my be ing
in a full ness I had never be fore known. The power of this
Per son was at work within me! By na ture I am re served,
and do not ex hibit emo tions eas ily. Now I un der stood
how the Spirit is more than su per natu ral ut ter ance; He
comes to sanc tify and em power our whole be ing, body,
soul and spirit.

RELEASING SPIRITUAL POWER
The Greek word for power is “DUNAMIS” from which 

the Eng lish word “dy na mite” is de rived. How ever, the ex -
plo sive na ture of dy na mite is not rep re sen ta tive of spiri -
tual power, for the lat ter is re leased in di verse and
dis tinct man ners. For ex am ple, it is mani fest in godly
char ac ter, by bold ness in wit ness ing, it can be re leased
as one of nine spiri tual gifts, or as one of the five fold
min is try graces listed in Ephesians 4:11, and it is the
unc tion for prayer in the Spirit, so im por tant to every be -
liever (1 Cor in thi ans 14:14-15; Ephe si ans 6:18; Jude
20).

The va ri ety in spiri tual gifts cover a di verse range of
op era tions of the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ (Ro -
mans 12:3-16; 1 Cor in thi ans 12:4-11). Three gifts op er -
ate in the realm of a be liever’s mind: the word of wis dom, 
the word of knowl edge and the dis cern ing of spir its. The
word of wis dom takes place when the Holy Spirit de pos its 
in a be liever’s mind a tiny por tion of God’s in fi nite wis -
dom to ad dress some spe cific need. It has noth ing to do
with that per son’s natu ral wis dom. The fol low ing ex am -
ples are found in scrip ture: Mat thew 21:23-27; Luke
20:21-25; John 8:3-7; Acts 23:6-10. The word of knowl -
edge oc curs when the Spirit drops into a be liever’s mind
spe cific knowl edge con cern ing a cir cum stance, an in di -
vid ual, or some event (past, pres ent or fu ture). Again, it
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is not re lated to that per sons natu ral knowl edge. The fol -
low ing are some ex am ples from scrip ture: Mat thew
17:27; 21:2; John 4:17-18; Acts 5:1-9; 20:29-30; 27:10,
31. The dis cern ing of spir its is not the gift of dis cern -
ment; it is a God given ca pa bil ity to dis cern the pres ence, 
and of ten the name, of evil spir its (Acts 16:16-18).

Three other spiri tual gifts con cern the fac ulty of
speech; the gift of proph ecy, the gift of tongues (lan -
guages), and the gift of in ter pre ta tion of tongues. These
gifts are ex plained in the fol low ing verses of scrip ture, 1
Cor in thi ans 14:1-33. The gift of proph ecy (1 Cor in thi ans
14:3) should not be con fused with the min is try of a
prophet. The mes sage con tent of the lat ter is more sub -
stan tive in con tent, one that can in volve per sonal di rec -
tion and ap ply to the fu ture.

The re main ing three gifts of the Spirit are some -
times re ferred to as “power” gifts; how ever, they are no
more su per natu ral than the oth ers. These are the gift of
faith (i.e. Acts 3:16; 28:3-6), the gifts of heal ing (i.e. Acts
8:7; 28:8-9), and the gift of work ing mira cles (i.e. Acts
9:36-41; 20:9-10).

One should not hesi tate to move in a spiri tual gift
for fear of mak ing a mis take. Prac tice and mak ing mis -
takes are the only way to learn. What is needed is a cor -
rect learn ing en vi ron ment; this is why home church
meet ings are so im por tant in de vel op ing body min is try.

In most min is tries of the Holy Spirit more than one
gift is usu ally in volved. For ex am ple, the word of knowl -
edge (or the dis cern ing of spir its) with the gifts of heal ing
when pray ing for the sick to rec og nize the ab sence or
pres ence of a spirit of in fir mity.

It is prof it able to study our Lord’s min is try in the
gos pels and iden tify these vari ous gifts of the Spirit when 
they oc cur. We must be fa mil iar with them for they are
es sen tial “tools of our trade”; weap ons for the army of the 
Lord. No one in di vid ual will pos sess all gifts, for the Lord
dis trib utes them so as to build bonds of de pend ency and
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care be tween mem bers (1 Cor in thi ans 12:11-26). The
cen tral ity of Christ is more per fectly dis played when all
mem bers con trib ute in min is try. The body of Christ is
not de signed to pro mote clergy/la ity or per former/spec -
ta tor roles. It is to ex press the Per son and the min is try of 
the Lord Je sus Christ.

As each one has re ceived a spe cial gift, em ploy it 
in serv ing one an other, as good stew ards of the
mani fold grace of God. Who ever speaks, let him
speak as it were, the ut ter ances of God (i.e. not a 
per sonal opin ion), who ever serves, let him do so
as by the strength which God sup plies; so that
in all things God may be glo ri fied through Je sus 
Christ . . . (1 Peter 4:10-11)

The pri mary pur pose of spiri tual gifts is not sim ply
meet ing spiri tual needs, but to glo rify the Lord in the
min is try pro cess. He must al ways be cen tral in our serv -
ice. When this em pha sis is lost, the min is try fo cus be -
comes need ori ented, and the Lords anoint ing is slowly
re placed by greater hu man ef forts to do the work of God.
Such self con fi dence is a de cep tion that leads to pow er -
less ness!

Spiri tual gifts serve to es tab lish their re cipi ents in
their unique place of serv ice in the lo cal body.

For I (Paul) long to see you in or der that I may
im part some spiri tual gift to you, that you may
be es tab lished. (Ro mans 1:11)

This is the rea son why im par ta tion of gifts and min -
is tries of ten in volves the lay ing on of hands and proph -
ecy. Both the can di date and the en tire body will
rec og nize the call and gift ing be ing iden ti fied (1 Timothy
4:14; 2 Timothy 1:6). This cre ates in the as sem bly an en -
vi ron ment of faith for the in di vid ual to move with con fi -
dence and thereby be come quickly es tab lished in his
min is try.
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GROWING IN POWER
In what ever min is try one has been called to serve,

the grace and power to do so will in crease as that per son
grows and ma tures in the Spirit. Such in crease is largely
a func tion of three spiri tual prin ci ples.

1. Faith ful obe di ence to the min is try God has des ig -
nated, and do ing so within the sphere He has ap por -
tioned.

2. All min is try is based on the grace of God (2 Timo -
thy 1:9). When there is an abun dance of good fruit
from a min is try and the per son re mains hum ble, the 
Lord will ex tend the grace and sphere of his min is -
try, for grace is dis pensed on the ba sis of hu mil ity
(James 4:6,10).

3. The more in ti mately one knows the Lord, the
greater will be the rec og ni tion of how lim ited and
weak we are in our hu man ity and how im pos si ble it
is for us to ever do the work of God. This un der -
stand ing al lows God to com plete and per fect His
power within such a per son.

And He has said to me, “My grace is suf fi cient
for you, for (My) power is per fected in weak ness . 
. . .” (2 Corinthians 12:9)

The Ev er last ing God, the Lord . . . gives strength 
to the weary, and to him who lacks might He in -
creases power. —those who wait for the Lord will 
gain new strength . . . .” (Isaiah 40:28-31)

. . . not by might or by power, but by My Spirit,
says the Lord of hosts. (Zechariah 4:6)

To some, the only credi ble evi dence of a Spirit filled
life is dem on stra tion of the three power gifts of the Holy
Spirit. How ever, in his epis tle to Ephesus, Paul spe cifi -
cally iden ti fies four marks of a Spirit filled life (Ephesians 
5:18-21).
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1. “Speak ing to one an other in psalms, hymns, and
spiri tual songs”; (i.e. pro phetic wor ship and min is try
in the body).

2. “Sing ing and mak ing mel ody with your heart to
the Lord”; (i.e. per sonal wor ship and min is try to the
Lord).

3. “Al ways giv ing thanks for all things in the name of 
our Lord Je sus Christ to God, even the Fa ther”; (i.e. 
a heart of thank ful ness, and es pe cially giv ing
thanks for all cir cum stances, pleas ant or oth er wise, 
know ing that God has al lowed them into our life,
and He will cause them to work to gether for good if
we em brace them ac cord ingly.

4. “Be sub ject to one an other in the fear of Christ”,
(i.e. be knit to gether in sub mis sion and unity with
oth ers in the church, rec og niz ing that each one has
been placed and is sus tained by the same Holy
Spirit as we are. Be cause of Him, we are mem bers
of one an other. The fear of Christ keeps one from a
fear of man.

These four prac tices are not in tended to pro duce a
“super- minister”, but to make each mem ber of a lo cal
body strong in the Lord.

The mus cles of one who does not ex er cise will be -
come weak and flabby. The same prin ci ple holds true in
the realm of spiri tual power. We are not called to first de -
velop great stat ure in power and strength, so that we can 
over come Sa tan; we will de velop strength and power as
we over come the evil one and his works. The first step in
this pro cess is to de stroy wrong thought pat terns and bad 
habit pat terns in our lives that can be come foot holds and 
for tresses for de monic in flu ence. We can not be ef fec tive
against Sa tan if we al low him to have any area of con trol
in our life! This is par ticu larly true in the realm of our
minds (Romans 12:2).

For the weap ons of our war fare are not of the
flesh, but di vinely pow er ful for the de struc tion
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of for tresses. We are de stroy ing specu la tions and 
every lofty thing raised up against the knowl -
edge of God, and we are tak ing every thought
cap tive to the obe di ence of Christ. (2
Corinthians 10:4-5)

Of ten the dif fi cul ties, cir cum stances and op po si -
tions we face have been brought into our life so that we
will rec og nize and deal with some per sonal weak ness.
This is why the Lord al lowed Ju das to carry the purse; so 
that he would see his need as a thief and re pent. The
very hin drances to their serv ice that be liev ers con front,
are many times sim ply op por tu ni ties brought by God to
strengthen them re demp tively. Strong winds de velop
deep roots. Some of the winds that pro duced such
strength in Paul are listed in his epis tle to Cor inth:
“much en dur ance, af flic tions, hard ships, dis tresses,
beat ings, im pris on ments, tu mults, la bors, sleep less ness,
hun ger and evil re port” (2 Corinthians 6:4-10). Can min -
is tries be raised up in the church for the last days apart
from such “winds”? I think not.

THE POWER TO COME
As the church en ters the dec ade of the nine ties, she 

will be gin to ex pe ri ence the power of God that even tu ally
closes this age with the Lord’s re turn. It will be a time of
great grace; grace for re pen tance and cleans ing in the
house of God, grace for power evan gel ism and spiri tual
war fare, grace for the gos pel of the king dom to be
preached as a wit ness to all na tions re sult ing in great
mul ti tudes be ing saved, and grace for ho li ness and glory
to rest upon the church (Isaiah 60:1-5). It will be a fi nal,
great mani fes ta tion of God’s love and grace be fore His
judg ment falls on the earth. Gov ern ments are be ing
quickly changed and new lead ers put into place to pre -
pare the na tions for these things.

How ever, not only na tions, but the church also
must un dergo change in prepa ra tion for the power to
come. It will be a time when the Lord judges all those
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who pro fess His name. Eve ry one will be tested. The Lord
will use the great web of de cep tion Sa tan is pre par ing in
the New Age Move ment for this pur pose.

The Lord has made eve ry thing for its (His) own
pur pose, even the wicked for the day of evil.
(Proverbs 16:4)

Those whose hearts are not truly given to Him will
fall away; the tares will be gath ered out from the good
grain (Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43; 24:4-14, 21-24; 1
Timothy 4:1; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10; Revelation 13:8).
On the other hand, many of the poor, the op pressed,
those in bond age to drugs and false ide olo gies (es pe cially 
in third world na tions) will be swept into the king dom by
a mighty wave of power evan gel ism (Joel 2:28-32; 3:14).
There will be great need for en dur ance as per se cu tion,
law less ness and de cep tion in creases. How ever, there will
be no lack of God’s power for those in His army who leave 
their clois ters and go out to seek and save the lost. Great 
unity will mark those en gaged in this task. Their mes -
sage will make the gos pel of the king dom rele vant to the
great is sues and sins in so ci ety. It is time for the elev enth 
hour la bor ers to be sent forth (Matthew 20:6-16)!

In all of this, God will not com pro mise His ho li ness
and char ac ter for the sake of min is try. Unto whom much 
is given, much will be re quired. The Lord will no longer
tol er ate hy poc risy or the prac tice of sin in the church. He 
is com mit ted to de stroy the pride of man and works of
the flesh in the church. That which the hand of man has
fash ioned in the fab ric of tra di tional re lig ious bod ies will
be shaken as He re stores the church and pre pares her
for His re turn (Acts 3:19-21). There will be a re turn of
Bib li cal church gov ern ment as a new gen era tion of bond -
ser vant lead ers are raised up. To tal com mit ment to the
Lord and His pur pose will be re quired by His peo ple as
He brings them forth sepa rate and dis tinct from the
world, dis play ing His glory upon them. There will be new
di men sions of wor ship, in ter ces sion and min is try graces. 
Proph ets and apos tles will min is ter un der an anoint ing
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be yond any ever seen be fore in the church. There will be
great mani fes ta tions of power against de mon forces, es -
pe cially against authori ties over cit ies and na tions, and
the ma nipu lat ive, con trol ling spirit of Jeze bel in in di vidu -
als. It will be the great est ever visi ta tion of the Holy
Spirit upon the church!

This age be gan with a great dis play of the power of
God, and it will close with the great est and most glo ri ous 
dem on stra tion of His power and Per son ever seen by
man. More than at any other time in his tory, the church
needs the power of God. A great privi lege is ex tended to
us to day; how ever, to fill the place He has called us to in
His king dom, we must be equipped with power!


